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Special points of interest: 
 

√ Check your child’s agenda 

book each day. 

 

√ Drop off your child after 

7:45am. 
 

√ Arrive before 

8:15am or your child 

will be counted tardy.   
Late arrivals must be 

signed in by an adult. 
 
 

√ Send us a note about 

changes in transportation, 

illness, and/or contact infor-

mation. 

 

√ Students will not be 

dismissed from the of-

fice after 2:15 unless a 

note has been sent in 

stating they have an   

appointment. 

We hope everyone enjoyed time spent with family and friends over our 
short Thanksgiving holiday break.  The winter holidays will be here before 
we know it!  We have so many wonderful events and learning experiences 
for our students prior to that time.  I hope you can join us for as many 
events as possible.  Dates such as our Winter Concert, Holiday Shop, and 
Reindeer Run are but a few to look for on our school calendar, found on 
the back of this publication.  

We were really thrilled to see so many of our parents and family members 
during Grandparents’ Day and American Education Week.   This show of 
parental and family support demonstrates to us the commitment you have 
made toward our school along with the desire for your child to receive a 
sound education.  We also want to thank our PTA and all parent volunteers 
for their time and contributions during these events.  We could not have 
done it without them!  Thanks to our Executive PTA team and their parent 
volunteers, our Grandparents’ Day was a great success.  The PTA funding 
of our resident artist for the week, Mr. Kevin Martin, not only enabled our 
second grade students to participate in special learning opportunities by 
playing the steel drum, our whole school was able to enjoy two special con-
certs; one by Mr. Martin himself and the culminating concert by our sec-
ond graders at the end of the week.  The integration of arts is alive and 
well at Wonderful Willards!!!  

Hopefully you were able to receive our phone message regarding the 2018 
-2019 Teacher of the Year nominations sent out earlier in November.  If 
you have not already made your Teacher of the Year nomination for 
Willards Elementary School, we hope you will do so soon.  Please remember 
the deadline to make your nomination is Friday, December 14, 2018.  The 
online nomination form can be submitted by accessing it at https://
tinyurl.com/TOYWCBOE2019 . You may also print a copy from our 
school website and submit it in our office or pick up a hard copy to com-
plete in our office.  We are so proud of our teachers at Wonderful 
Willards!  Thank you to those that have already submitted your 2018 – 
2019 Teacher of the Year nomination.   

Speaking of outstanding teachers, we want to congratulate our Art teach-
er, Mrs. Stacey Phillips on receiving the Maryland Art Education Associa-
tion Career Educator Award.  As you know, Mrs. Phillips is a fabulous art 
teacher and we are so fortunate to have someone with such talent and 
creativity working with our students.  Way to go Mrs. Phillips!! :)  

Wishing you and your loved ones a safe and Happy Holiday! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Nicholson 
Principal 
Willards Elementary School 

https://tinyurl.com/TOYWCBOE2019
https://tinyurl.com/TOYWCBOE2019


 

 

Pre Kindergarten 

Kindergarten 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 

First Grade 

Wow! December is here and we are continuing our 
learning about the environment and how we help keep 
our Earth clean and healthy.  We continue to work on 
the letters of the alphabet and their sounds. We have 
added the letters Ee, Ll, Tt, Ss and Mm our alphabet 
chart. When reading continue to talk about the setting, 
characters and main idea. Students will continue to 
learn about print awareness illustrating and writing 
about their drawings. In math the students will work on 
classifying objects, demonstrating an understanding of 
size and counting by rote. A HUGE thank you goes out 
to all the wonderful parents and grandparents that 
came out to support us during American Education 
Week! Continue to read and record your minutes on 
your reading log. Don’t forget to check out Ready Rosie 
for new videos. Have a great a safe winter break! See 
you in 2019! 

We will be continuing to celebrate our family, friends, 
and kindness through fiction and nonfiction texts. We 
will also explore holiday traditions. We will be focusing 
on recognizing and making sets in different ways for 
teen numbers and counting aloud to 100 by ones and by 
tens. We will be working on reading our Unit 3 sight 
words (baseball words)- come, do, he, me, no, so, up, we. 
If your child is still working on their Unit 1 and 2 sight 
words (football words), please continue to practice 
these at home so they can become better readers and 
writers. We are also reviewing our color words. 

First grade will be exploring different versions of 
folktales in reading for the month of December.  Stu-
dents will learn how characters learn a lesson in 
folktales.  In spelling, we will continue to focus on short 
vowels words.  During writer’s workshop, students will 
being informational writing.  In math, we will continue 
using addition and subtraction to model and solve number 
stories and begin exploring lengths using nonstandard 
units.  We will explore holidays around the world in social 
studies.  Animal habitats will be our focus in science. Re-
member to read every night and complete your child’s 
reading calendar.  Don’t forget to check and sign agen-
das every night.  We wish you a relaxing holiday and a 
happy new year. 

During the month of December we will 
continue learning about mammals and the animal 
kingdom in correlation with our school-wide unit 
of study.  Many of our read alouds will contain 
stories or facts about insects. We are using and 
practicing our reading skills and strategies, such 
as categorizing and classifying, distinguishing 
between fact and opinion, and identifying the 
central theme and details.  In math we will be 
using fact families and related facts to find sums 
and differences.  Continue practicing finding the 
value of a given set of coins.  With the holiday 
season quickly approaching, our students will also 
be participating in some exciting winter-based 
activities. We will be practicing for our winter 
performance, which will be held on December 
13th at 6:00 PM. Please continue to read with 
your child every night, check their agendas, and 
also check their supplies. Please replenish these 
as needed and thank you for your continued sup-
port. We wish you a safe and happy holiday. 

We are working hard on addition and multiplication 
strategies. We are also continuing our work with 1 
and 2 step word problems, and multiplication strat-
egies and facts.  In our next unit your child 
will be working more precisely with measurement 
and geometric attributes. As your child works with 
shapes, discuss the names and characteristics of 
each shape.  We encourage your child to practice 
their 0,1,2,3,5,9, and 10 facts.  Games and activi-
ties can be found on the ConnectED website or in 
the Student Reference book.  You can help your 
child by working on math that connects to daily 
life.  They can measure items at home to the near-
est centimeter and nearest half inch.    
 
In December we will continue our Celebrating Tra-
ditions theme. Please share your family and com-
munity traditions with your child. Remember to 
encourage your child to read daily.  It is one of the 
most important things they can do to improve as 
readers.   
  
We hope everyone has a Wonderful Winter Break.  



 

 

Good Dolphin Character Makes a Difference! 

Our Wonderful Willard’s students have done it again! We have a tremendous number of stu-

dents showing that they have courage. We have students who are standing up for a friend, being a 

morning announcer, and trying new things for the first time. Please continue to encourage your chil-

dren to be courageous in helping others and in being themselves.  

 During the month of November, we shared a story Only One You by Linda Kranz to our 2nd 

and 3rd grade students.  The students shared one way they could make a difference in this big world.  

Students in PK, kindergarten and 1st grade listened to a story entitled Howard B. Wigglebottom Lis-

tens to his Heart by Howard Binkow.  The students learn that each person is special, and it takes 

courage to be yourself.  Throughout grades kindergarten – 3rd grade students also discussed how to 

stay safe and listen to the Never-Never Rule. 

 Congratulations to the November Dolphin Good Character Club Winners! The following stu-

dents are being recognized for their courage. In pre-kindergarten, they are DanaLynn Lank, Mason 

DuPont, Emma Hixon and Roxanne Luffman.  In kindergarten, they are Xavier Flagg, Gracey Corbin, 

Serenity Bratten, Kendall Tarr, Xavier Burton, Knole Carey, Trace Bradds and Erica Donaway. In 

first grade, they are Bryce McCoy, Aubrey Kinhart, Katelyn Foskey, Lucien Messick, Gavin McLeod, 

Austin Meck and Emily Ramon-Loyo. In second grade, they are Jaxon Moore, Adalyn Sherman, 

James Gooding, AJ Geis, Michael Schirling, Alex Hurst, Nathaniel Schwinn and Wyatt Woodgeard.  

In third grade, they are Mathew Shifflett, Claire Lewis, Andrew Seaton, Kasen Cooper, Wyatt Wells, 

Colten Bowden and Hayley Jones. Way to go friends, keep up the good work! 

December’s character trait will be fairness. We were thankful to have so many grandparents, 

family members and local Veterans visiting with us in November.  Our 3rd grade students did a won-

derful job on the biographies of our Veteran family members which was posted in our curvy hallway 

during American Education Week. 

Sincerely,  

Chris Thompson  

School Counselor 



 

 

Ripley’s Believe It or Not Incredible Kid Award 

On November 20th, Audra & Braydon Ely visited Wonderful 

Willards to present all nominees the Ripley’s Believe It or 

Not Certificate and announce the Incredible Kid Award.  

The following students were nominees for this award:  Em-

ma Hixon, Kade Friese, Dallas Langdon, Katelyn Foskey, 

Aubrey Grubb, Nicole Corbin, Kinley McCoy and 

Cle’Ayeisha Harris.  Those students received a Ripley’s cer-

tificate and an individual pass to Ripley’s Believe It or Not in 

Ocean City, MD.  The following students were given the In-

credible Kid Award:  Rhyan Parsons, Bentley Disharoon, Bryce McCoy, Evan DuPont and 

Brittany Akers.   Those students received a Riley’s certificate and a family pass to Ripley’s 

Believe It or Not in Ocean City, MD.  Congratulations!  Mr. and Mrs. Ely are proud to an-

nounce they have completed many renovations and the children’s interactive room is now 

open! 

Red Ribbon Week 

From October 23rd to October 31st, our students celebrated Red Ribbon Week by making 

healthy choices and helping our community.  We participated in an obstacle course com-

plete with balance beams, log rolls, hand washing, teeth brushing, hop scotch, etc.  We 

discussed how making good choices all the time can help us stay healthy and safe.  We 

donated to the community by raising funds for Brooke’s Toy Closet housed at PRMC.  

We collected $480.53 and donated stuffed animals, books, footballs, soccer balls and 

kick balls.  We would like to thank everyone who donated to make this drive a success! 

Thank you, 

Ms. Rittling & Mrs. Thompson 



 

 

HEALTH OFFICE NEWS  

Media Memos    

The ARTS are Happening at WWS!  

Thank you for helping to make our Wild West Book Fair a success!  A 
special thanks to those who volunteered and helped to make it hap-
pen!  

 

  
Students can use Destiny at home check to see what books 

are in the media center by using this link:  
http://64.26.102.182 

 

 
 

 Visit our Willards Media Center website.    
  http://willardsmedia.weebly.com 

 

The 2nd grade is very excited to perform our show, “The Mammals in the Mitten”, on December 

13, 2018 at 6:00p.m. Please have performing students at school 5:45 sharp because we must begin on 

time. Students should wear no white and nothing big in their hair, such as a bows or hats. Children are 

working on seasonally inspired art that will be on display during the concert. Willards Elementary 

would like to thank Kevin Martin and his steel drum experience. This residency is of the highest quality, 

such a treat! 

We are in the planning process for the 3rd grade to travel to The OC Center for the Arts for a pot-
tery experience, information will be sent home. A grant to our local arts council has been written to sup-
plement the cost of this trip for the 3rd grade. We will hold our annual Reindeer Run on December 20th 
to raise funds for the residencies and arts experiences for the rest of the school year. Any donation is 
very much appreciated!  

Some co-teaching lessons this month include: bats and echolocation, reindeer and movement, 
kindness mitten and zentangle.  

 

http://64.26.102.182
http://willardsmedia.weebly.com


 

 

Dear Parents and Students, 

A few reminders/Tips: 

Screenings:  Vision and hearing screenings have been conducted. A note was sent home for stu-
dents that had difficulty with the vision screening. Please let us know if your child was seen 
by the eye doctor and return the form to the nurse. Because vision can affect learning, it is 
important that students who need glasses wear them while in school.  

Health Record: All students need a current copy of an updated physical exam, lead level result, 
and immunization record on file upon initial entrance to school.  Letters have been sent home 
if your students file is missing any of this required documentation. If your student receives 
any new immunizations, please provide a copy for the student record. 

Clothing: If your child is still occasionally having accident’s, please provide a change of clothing 
in the student’s book bag.  If your child has outgrown sweatpants or other comfortable 
clothing, please consider sending them to the school. Extra clothes come in handy for when 
students fall in a puddle at recess or spill water or milk on themselves at lunch. Thank you. 

Winter Concerns: 

Flu:  
When is the flu season? The influenza season usually peaks between December and February, 

but flu activity can occur as late as May, which means it is not too late to get vaccinated. 
Additional information can be found on the CDC’s website at:  

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/ 

 

Happy Holidays! 

Ashley Messick, BSN, RN 

School Nurse 
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MEMORANDUM  

 
 

RE:   Availability of Asbestos Management Plan  

In October 1986, the U.S. Congress enacted the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act 

(AHERA).  Under this law, comprehensive regulations were developed to address asbestos prob-

lems in public and private elementary and secondary schools.  These regulations require most 

schools to inspect for friable and non-friable asbestos, develop asbestos management plans that 

address asbestos hazards in school buildings and implement response actions in a timely manner.  

These regulations assign schools many new responsibilities.  Our program for fulfilling these re-

sponsibilities is outlined in our asbestos management plan.  This plan contains information on our 

inspections, reinspections, response actions and post-response action activities, including periodic 

surveillance activities that are planned or are in progress.  

 

You can review this plan during normal business hours without cost or restriction.  

 

If you have any questions about reviewing our management plan please contact:   

 

Blair Todd at (410) 677-4411  

(WCBOE Designated Person for AHERA)  

MDE/KP254 (Revised 11-02)-12  

DATE: December 1, 2018 

TO: Parents, Teachers and Employees 

FROM: Willards Elementary School 



 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

           1 

Salisbury 
Christmas 
Parade 

 

 2 

Stephen 
Decatur 
Field Trip 

C 3 D 4 

Make Up 
Picture Day 

E 5 F 6 A 7  8  9 

B 10 C 11 

Progress 
Reports Dis-
tributed 

D 12 

Bookmobile 

2nd gr. Win-
ter Program 
6:00 

E 13 

Spirit Day 

 

F 14  15  16 

A 17 B 18 C 19 

Santa Walk 

Reindeer 
Dash 

D 20 

Schools 
Closed- 
Winter Break  
Begins 

 21  22  23 

 24  25  26  27  28  29  30 

Schools 
Closed– Win-
ter Break 

 31             

NOTES: 
Upcoming dates to remember: 

Jan. 2nd– School reopens 

Jan. 4th-18th Claire’s Gourmet Dessert Fundraiser 

Jan. 10th-Bookmobile 

Jan.18th-Spirit Day 

Jan. 21st-Schools Closed for MLK 

Jan. 25th– Chuck E. Cheese Fundraiser 

Jan. 28th-Schools Closed-Professional Day 

Jan. 30th– Claire’s Desserts Fundraiser Pick up 

Jan. 31st– Bookmobile 

→→→→→→→→Snow Ball Express→→→→→→→→ 

Schools Closed for Winter Break 

Snow Ball Express will be open for evening 

shopping on Dec. 13th 5:30-7:30 

Inview  Test-Gr. 2 


